
 
 
 
Contradictions of Prof. Meththika Vithanage  

- facts and fictions in her views / media statements 
 
 

 
 
The decision of the Sri Lankan Government to cremate bodies of COVID-19 victims has been (and 
still is) a controversial one, giving rise to both legal and scientific concerns. 
 
The views / opinions of Prof. Meththika Vithanage (@see profile) has played a key role in this 
decision, and has polarized the public (for and against). 
 

 
 

 
Content:  

● SECTION - I  : The View of Prof. Meththika Vithanage (Hydrogeology). 

● SECTION - II : Views of Virologists / Epidemiologists in Sri Lanka. 

 
 

http://scholar.sjp.ac.lk/meththika/profile


SECTION I 
 

1. Prof. Meththika Vithanage’s response on Burial (when asked for proof): 
 
Her Claim: Corona can spread from contaminated groundwater through the buried bodies of Covid-19 victims. 
 
Link: http://scientist.lk/2020/04/07/science-behind-burying-the-covid-19-infected-dead-bodies/#comments 
 

 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ETZ-r8LDZk 

http://scientist.lk/2020/04/07/science-behind-burying-the-covid-19-infected-dead-bodies/#comments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ETZ-r8LDZk


 
 
 
○ According to the අ��දා (Anidda)  newspaper article; she has said that her statement on ‘Covid-19 can 

spread if the Covid victims are buried’, is not based on research, and I’m not aware of any such research. 
 

 
~ News Paper: Anidda | අ��දා - By ත�� උ�වරෙගදර on 16-Nov-2020 | Link:  https://www.anidda.lk/... 

 
 
○ Please refer WHO guidelines (first 2 pages) - Infection Prevention and Control for the safe management of 

a dead body in the context of COVID-19 
 
○ While it is indeed true that the virus is highly infectious, scientifically unsubstantiated beliefs about the routes 

of transmission have only made it worse. As a result, doctors and healthcare workers have been harassed, 
sick people deserted at a time when they needed care, and even funerals of victims have been violently 
disrupted. Yet, this phobia and stigmatisation would probably not have happened if only we would have 
recalled some of our high-school biology. Read more… 

 
○ Deadbody may have fluids like saliva, phlegm, and blood oozing out and those could be a source of virus for 

a short period (find details in Section II). This is the reason why there are clear WHO and national guidelines 
on how to handle dead bodies. Currently, funerals are largely the work of trained professionals who 
themselves are protected by PPE. 

 
○ Also refer:  Debunking The Claim Against Burial Of Covid-19 Victims: A Response To Professor Vithanage 
  
  

https://www.anidda.lk/%e0%b6%b7%e0%b7%96%e0%b6%b8%e0%b6%af%e0%b7%8f%e0%b6%b1-%e0%b6%9c%e0%b7%90%e0%b6%b1-%e0%b6%b8%e0%b6%b8-%e0%b6%b4%e0%b6%bb%e0%b7%8a%e0%b6%ba%e0%b7%9a%e0%b7%82%e0%b6%ab-%e0%b6%9a%e0%b7%85%e0%b7%9a/
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331538/WHO-COVID-19-lPC_DBMgmt-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/331538/WHO-COVID-19-lPC_DBMgmt-2020.1-eng.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/why-dead-bodies-do-not-spread-novel-coronavirus/article31602218.ece
https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/debunking-the-claim-against-burial-of-covid-19-victims-a-response-to-professor-vithanage/


2. Prof. Meththika Vithanage’s remark about Water Table Depth in Sri Lanka 
 
Her Claim: Unlike other countries, Water Table Depth (below land surface) is comparatively low, and hence not 
recommending burials of Covid-19 victims in Sri Lanka. 
 
However, according to the Science Magazine (one of the most prominent scientific journals in the world, 
Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Netherland, and Russia are some of the countries with lowest 'Water Table Depth' in 
the world, yet they all bury Covid victims. 
 
Publication link: Global Patterns of Groundwater Table Depth 
 

 
 
“It is not scientific to state that there is no place in Sri Lanka where it is possible to safely bury a patient dying with 
COVID-19 ~ Prof. Malik Peiris [1], categorically states  

 

  

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Gonzalo_Miguez-Macho/publication/235691210_Global_Patterns_of_Groundwater_Table_Depth/links/00b7d539870fb028ec000000/Global-Patterns-of-Groundwater-Table-Depth.pdf?origin=publication_detail


3.  Water contamination in Denmark (�ග� | Mink Story): 
 
Prof. Meththika Vithanage’s Claim: 

 
Watch:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcTa0PX9Jwg&feature=emb_logo 

 
However, her response on the above when asked for proof by the media: 
 

 
“My remark on the presence of Coronavirus in Denmark's groundwater was without any proof” | ෙඩ�මා�කෙ� 
�ගත ජලෙ� ෛවරසය ඇ� බව මම ��ෙ� සා�� නැ�ව. 
Link:  https://lankaweb.lk/archives/18062 , and here 
 
 
Here are some facts from Denmark mink related new around the world; 
 

1. The minks were buried in mass —Some 15 to 17 million mink were gassed and buried in trenches under 
2 meters of soil, near a bathing lake and a drinking water source. 

2. The minks were buried raw... i.e. with no body-bags, no disinfection with chemical coatings, no coffins 
—Not like how the humans died of COVID-19 are being handled. 

3. Some resurfaced from the mass graves, most likely due to gas used to kill them and/or gasses from the 
decomposition process pushing the mink out of the ground. 

4. There’s No formal report confirming that this has acute COVID contamination (through groundwater) nor 
on the concentration/severity-level. But mostly the contamination w.r.t the potential impact to farm lands 
due to release of phosphorus and nitrogen in large quantities (i.e. Pollution). 

5. Reports are due by Denmar government, but Prof. Methika seems to have already concluded that 
groundwater has been contaminated due to this (in her initial media statement). 

6. And despite this, there’s no report that Denmark has changed ‘cremate or burial’ policy on people 
deceased due to covid. 

 
Please refer: CNN | BBC | The Guardian  

 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcTa0PX9Jwg&feature=emb_logo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CcTa0PX9Jwg&feature=emb_logo
https://lankaweb.lk/archives/18062
http://newshub.lk/2020/12/23/i-said-the-virus-had-entered-the-groundwater-without-any-evidence/?fbclid=IwAR35eYje_w_kmAR0rp5ZLV0-b3F8ou9RZQdM9HHcORTSrXYy2Pw5djagPzw
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/11/30/europe/denmark-dead-mink-dug-up-scli-intl/index.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-54842643
https://amp.theguardian.com/world/2020/nov/27/denmark-dig-up-cremate-mink-killed-covid-cull


4. Prof. Meththika Vithanage’s remark on Virus: 
 
Her opinion about Virus (per her reply to a question posted on Facebook): 
 

 
Link to the post: https://www.facebook.com/groups/804276106323782/permalink/3626791244072240/ 

 
 
○ However, the above view is contradicting according to the Science research journal published on 

12-Sep-2020 where one of the authors is Prof. Meththika Vithanage. 

 

[Source: https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40726-020-00161-5 ] 

“Outside the host, the virus is considered to be non-living, i.e. viron, which is mainly composed of RNA 
cannot self-replicate. The virus is said to be viable if it replicates and increases the viral load in the (living) 
host body. 
Infection is only possible due to the presence of viable virus but not due to the presence of its genetic 
material in the host body — SARS-CoV-2 (Covid-19) needs much more than its genetic material to spread 
infections.” 
 

○ There are enough materials about Virus and their structure, and hence no need further explanation for 
something already established, even (for example) from the Grade 10 Science books taught in all the 
Government Schools in Sri Lanka. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/804276106323782/permalink/3626791244072240/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/804276106323782/permalink/3626791244072240/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40726-020-00161-5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40726-020-00161-5


5. Double standard: Water contamination through excretions Vs. Water contamination 
through buried covid victims. 

 

 
HIGHLIGHTS (from the research paper): 

○ Several studies/ reports have already documented the presence of the virus and its genetic material in the faecal 
matters and urine of infected persons. 

○ There is no evidence of faecal-oral transmission of Covid-19, until today. However, presence of virus genetic material 
in toilet bowls, sinks, saliva and respiratory secretions of infected patients and the raw sewage water in different parts of 
the globe has raised several concerns including 'enteric' involvement of this virus.  

○ It is possible that Covid-19 could be transmitted by means of faecal discharge. Thus, the enteric involvement of C19 is of 
greater concern in developing countries where poor hygiene practices and open defection are prevalent. 

○ Outside the host, the virus is considered to be non-living (i.e. cannot self-replicate)- Infection is only possible due to 
the presence of viable virus but not due to the presence of its genetic material in the host body. 

○ The likelihood of indirect transmission (from the environment) is less likely in comparison to direct transmission 
(contact with a patient). 

○ Risk of C19 transmission through drinking water and wastewater is low where chlorination is carried out. However, 
community exposure through sewage overflow, buildings having a faulty plumbing system or aerosol-mode transmission 
at a wastewater treatment plant cannot be avoided. 

○ There are shortcoming in various risk-based projection models - wastewater analysis is recommended as a 
non-invasive initial-warning tool that can help in monitoring the trend and status of COVID-19 spread and as a device for 
tweaking public health response. 

 
Accordingly, Prof. Meththika has raised concern on the possible faecal-oral route of virus transmission (though 
she acknowledges in her own research mentioned above that there is no evidence of faecal-oral transmission of 
Covid-19 until today). 
 

 
“Indeed if there is such a great risk with regard to groundwater contamination, because of some unusual 
geological features in Sri Lanka, the groundwater table would already have been contaminated quite heavily 
because the COVID-19 virus is present in the faeces of infected persons” - Prof. Malik Peiris [1] 
 
Surprisingly... 
● Her strong lobbying on water contamination from buried covid victims, hasn’t been seen towards the water 

contamination through excretions (faecal matters/stool, urine, saliva and respiratory secretions) of infected 
patients - conveniently ignored. 

● Not a single virologist nor epidemiologist nor pathologist is included in the 'Technical Committee' appointed 
by the Sri Lankan government  —Just to put things in context, it is naturally expected a heart patient would 
consult a Cardiologist, not a Urologist or Dermatologist, etc. 

- ඇයෙ� �ථාවරය එය න�, ඇ� ෙමෙත� ක� 
(මාස 11� ම) COVID-19 සඳහා ප��කාර කරන 
ෙර�හ� ව�� (සහ �ෙර�ධායන මද��ථාන හා 
�දකලා ප�ෙ�ශ වල �ෙව� ව��) �ටවන ජලය 
/ අපද�ව� කළමණාකරණය (water-treatment) 
��ම සඳහා මාද� සාක�චා පව�වා, බලධා�� 
දැ�ව� කර �� වැඩ��වල� ආර�භ 
ෙනාකෙ�... ??? 
 
- අ� තර��, ඒ ආ��ත �ව� වන ජනතාව 
දැ�ව� කර �� ��යාමා�ග ගැ�මට 
අෙපාෙහාස� �ෙ� ඇ�... ??? 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40726-020-00161-5


SECTION II 
 
For those who are looking for a well-educated assurance, please hear it from the prominent virologists and 
pathologists listed below. Let’s see... What do prominent Virologists / Epidemiologists have to say... 
 
[1] Prof. Malik Peiris : is a renowned Sri Lankan pathologist and virologist - @see bio 
 
“COVID-19 is a disease transmitted by the respiratory route. It is NOT a water-borne disease” | "ෙක��� 
ව�රව�� ෙබ�ෙවන ෙර�ගය� ෙනෙම�"... 

 
~ News Paper: Lankadeepa | ඉ�දා ලංකා�ප on 27-Dec-2020 

● Sunday Times: 
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/201220/news/cremation-or-burial-prof-malik-lays-the-bare-bones-on-table... 

● BBC interview: https://www.bbc.com/sinhala/sri-lanka-55348348.amp 

 
[2] Dr. Paba Palihawadana : (former) Chief Epidemiologist, Director, Central Epidemiology Unit, Ministry of 
Health, Sri Lanka  - @see bio 
 

 

Link: https://youtu.be/SVMbh12BzxM?t=1047 

https://www.who.int/immunization/sage/members/bio_peiris/en/
http://www.sundaytimes.lk/201220/news/cremation-or-burial-prof-malik-lays-the-bare-bones-on-table-426091.html
https://www.bbc.com/sinhala/sri-lanka-55348348.amp
https://www.who.int/influenza/pip/advisory_group/PabaPalihawadana-Biography-24Oct2019.pdf?ua=1
https://youtu.be/SVMbh12BzxM?t=1047


 
 
[3] Dr. Nihal Abeysinghe : Former Director of the Epidemiology Unit - @see bio 
 

 

● https://youtu.be/UMyuTfA3r_Y?t=777 
● https://youtu.be/iHD9-12ZZiM 

 
 
[4] Prof. Thissa Vitharana : is a renowned Virologist and a former head of the Medical Research Institute's 
Virology department - @see bio 
 
 

Links:  

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSVy4JDQAhE&feature=emb_logo 
● http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/There-were-no-virologists-in-the-committees-set-up-Prof-Vitharana/172

-201444 

“We have experts in the field, but none of them has been called for discussions. On the other hand, this 
is a virus, but as far as I know, there were no virologists in the committees that were set up. When 
you’re trained in a particular discipline you get to know all aspects of it and be able to adapt it to suit the 
problem.  We should have made use of the trained personnel we have, but the idea that it should be 
done by people with connections is the kind of thinking we have.” ~Prof. Tissa Vitharana (He made 
these observations in his capacity as a specialist in the fields of bacteriology and virology). 

  

https://www.ird.lk/team/dr-m-r-n-abeysinghe/
https://youtu.be/UMyuTfA3r_Y?t=777
https://youtu.be/iHD9-12ZZiM
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tissa_Vitharana#:~:text=His%20post%20graduate%20work%20earned,University%20of%20London%20in%201971.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSVy4JDQAhE&feature=emb_logo
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/There-were-no-virologists-in-the-committees-set-up-Prof-Vitharana/172-201444
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/There-were-no-virologists-in-the-committees-set-up-Prof-Vitharana/172-201444
http://www.dailymirror.lk/opinion/There-were-no-virologists-in-the-committees-set-up-Prof-Vitharana/172-201444
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lSVy4JDQAhE&feature=emb_logo


CONCLUSION: 
 
As of late Dec-2020, Sri Lanka has recorded over 40,000 COVID-19 cases officially, of which over 8,000 are still 
COVID Active, and counting... With unreported cases, and not having sufficient PCR tests done, the actual count 
could be even more, and they can be all over the island. Because, from such Covid active people (who are living 
and breathing in our midst), the spreading starts unknowingly within a few days of contracting the virus —not just 
since PCR positive or when one had the symptom. 
 
And it is a reality that these patients are washing their mouth/brushing/spitting, having body wash, going to the 
toilets (5-10 times per day), washing clothes, etc just like anybody else routinely... this was the routine even 
before they were taken to hospitals or quarantine centers from their residences (all the while they've been 
contracted), and the routine continues. —These water and sewerage are passed down through various channels 
such as underground pits, gullies, canals, and rivers. These are circulating through to underground (and surface) 
water sources, wells, etc that everyone uses/consumes. That’s a lot of contaminated water (from past, present, 
imminent Covid persons) isn’t it? And if Covid virus can be spread through the contaminated “underground 
water”, isn't this a bigger concern? —the Hypothesis— 
 

 
 
The Burning Question: Why haven't the officials pay any serious attention to this apparent threat detailed 
above nor done anything to curb/ban sending such huge amount of Covid contaminated water and sewerage 
from hospitals and those quarantine centers (that are also situated in cities and suburbs) and households to 
underground pits, rivers, and sea? 
At least, do we see authorities urging the public to drink only the boiled water, or not to go river bathing? 
 
Nevertheless, we’ve seen not much dialog on the ‘water contamination through excretions’ with the general 
public / media, compared to her magnified voice on ‘groundwater contamination from buried covid victims’, 
despite affirming the well-established fact that viruses do not self-replicate without a (living) host cell in her own 
research journal. 
 
This has created a great fear among the public towards the latter (dead-bodies, despite they are disinfected w/ 
chemical coating, in a body-bag, inside a coffin, to be buried 6 feet under), but not on the former. 
 
Is it because; that there's No threat on the above hypothesis as it has been observed as we speak (on the field) 
and we are living with it already for almost 1 year now, with no one seems to care? 
For that matter, no studies have scientifically proven the above hypothesis in anywhere in the world so far. 
 
So, the conclusion is quite clear; For the authorities, water contamination through excretions (faecal matters, 
urine, saliva, etc) is less of a threat and less likely. If so, groundwater contamination from buried covid 
victims (that are disinfected with chemicals and enclosed in a body-bag) should be even less (or no) of a threat! 
 

 

It seems a curious case of… 
"Tackling the Bull by the Horns Tail". 


