
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

 

 

 

 بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم

05/12/2020 

 السالم عليكم ورحمة الله وبركاته

Appeal of the National Shoora Council  
Regarding the Cremation of Muslim Janazas 

 
The world is experiencing one of the most testing times in modern history due to the advent of the 
Covid-19 virus and Sri Lanka is no exception. Additionally the Muslims of Sri Lanka are facing the 
challenge of not being permitted to bury those who have died as a result of the virus as required by 
Islamic teachings. 

The World Health Organization guidelines permit both burial and cremation as options for those who 
die as a result of Covid 19 with the choice to be made by the close kith and kin of the deceased. Over 
180 countries in the world have followed these guidelines and permit the choice of burial or 
cremation. 

No official statement has been made by the Government to justify its decision to go against the 
World Health Organization guidelines and deprive the Muslims of their right to bury those who 
succumb to the Covid 19 virus. Muslims have made representations to the Government as well as 
sought all possible legal remedies to rectify the situation. 

There are four elements that constitute the final rites of a Muslim when he dies. They are the ritual 
bath of the body, the shrouding (kafan) of the body, the congregational prayers in the presence of 
the deceased (janaza prayers) and the burial. The Muslim community has agreed to forego the first 
three elements of the final rites in the case of Covid 19 deaths  and is only requesting burial in line 
with the World Health Organization guidelines. 

Unfortunately there is no sign of the Government relenting on the issue and permitting the burial of 
those who die as a result of Covid 19. In the circumstance the Muslims have no choice except to 
resort to spiritual consolation while at the same time relentlessly pursuing all legal options to assert 
their rights. 

The forcible cremation of the Covid 19 related dead is viewed by Sri Lankan Muslims as a clear 
violation of their fundamental right to practice their religion as provided in the Constitution. 
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Furthermore it is discriminatory of the Muslims and is damaging to social cohesion and National 
Unity which is a strong need at this time when the country faces challenges on several fronts.  

We therefore strongly urge the Government to do justice to the Muslim community by implementing 
the recommendation of the Human Rights Commission of Sri Lanka and forthwith amend the 
relevant gazette to permit burial in the case of Covid 19 related deaths.  

As far as the Muslim community is concerned we urge them while continuing to make 
representations to the authorities, to draw on the spiritual strength derived from religious teachings. 

 “Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the 
fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere” [Qur’an, 2:155] 

In light of this verse the trials and tribulations that we undergo as believers are part and parcel of a 
Muslim’s life. Every trial and tribulation is deemed a mercy to the believers and is intended to refine 
them and prepare them for this world and the hereafter (Akhira). Islamic teachings prepare us to 
face and manage these tests with patience and perseverance with the assurance of reward for 
such patience and perseverance. 

We therefore urge Muslims to ask dua and pray the Janaza prayer individually in their home every 
time they hear of a Covid 19 victim being forcibly cremated. Such duas and Janaza prayers by the 
island wide community of Muslims will give solace to the victims’ families as well as give spiritual 
strength to the Muslim community in these difficult times.      

 
 
Yours Faithful, 

 

 

j. Thariq Mahmud 
President, 
National Shoora Council 


