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12% January 2021
Your Excellency

Forced Cremations in Sri Lanka

As an introduction I would like to say that I have been a good friend of
Sri Lanka for many years. I have had the pleasure of meeting you and
other leaders of Sri Lanka both in the United Kingdom and in your
country. In fact, | have visited your marvellous country on three
occasions.

[ have spoken favourably of Sri Lanka in the House or Lords and also
arranged events for your High Commissioners in Parliament. I have been
on very friendly terms with successive High Commissioners and I have
also been to the Embassy as well as the residency of the High
Commissioner many times.

I hope that you do not mind me writing to you, but I am obliged to do so

regarding the matter of cremation of deceased persons who have
contracted COVID-19.



The matter of cremation is creating a great deal of disturbance and
disquiet amongst the Muslim community and I have received numerous
representations from organisations and individuals asking me as to
whether I can assist in dealing with an unacceptable situation. With due
respect I would like to emphasise that Islam forbids cremation and
according to Islamic principles the body needs to be buried.

I would also like to let you know that there is no medical or scientific
reason why a deceased person should not be buried if they have
contracted COVID-19 and there is no contamination of the land in any
shape or form.

As a friend of your country and the Sri Lankans I would politely ask that
you kindly reconsider the matter and allow burials of those who had

contracted COVID-19 to take place.

If you feel that I can help in anyway in resolving the matter, then please
let me know and I would be more than happy to do so.

I am passing this letter to Her Excellency Saroja Sirisena for onward
transmission to you and I look forward to receiving a reply.

Kindest regards,

Your Sincerely,
NN G o - RN

The Lord Sheikh



